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EDUCATION 

PhD in Plant Developmental Biology (2009), University of Cambridge (UK) 
 Supervisor: Prof. Beverley Glover; Co-Advisors: Dr. Paula Rudall, Prof. Vincent Savolainen 
 Thesis: Evolution of the beetle daisy (Gorteria diffusa) petal spot 
MS (honors) in Advanced Methods in Taxonomy and Biodiversity (2003), Imperial College London (UK) 
 Supervisor: Dr. Nancy Garwood; Co-Advisors: Dr. Bill Baker, Prof. Richard Bateman 
 Thesis: Systematics and conservation of the threatened neotropical palm genus Chamaedorea 
BS (honors) in Environmental Policy and Behavior (2002), University of Michigan (Ann Arbor, MI) 
 

EMPLOYMENT 

2017 – present   Director of Global Tree Conservation at The Morton Arboretum (Lisle, IL) 
2013 – 2016  Tree Conservation Specialist at The Morton Arboretum (Lisle, IL) 
2012 – 2013  Scientist at Chromatin, Inc. (Chicago, IL) 
2011 – 2012  Instructor of College First at the Chicago Botanic Garden (Glencoe, IL) 
2009 – 2011 Postdoctoral Researcher at the University of Cambridge, Dept. of Plant Sciences (Cambridge, UK) and the 

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew (London, UK) 
2004 – 2005  Researcher in Monocots at the Natural History Museum, Dept. of Botany (London, UK) 
2003 – 2004 Research Assistant at the Natural History Museum, Dept. of Botany (London, UK) 
 

SELECTED AFFILIATIONS, AWARDS, AND PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS 

2021 – present  Member, International Dendrology Society 
2019 – present  Lead, Global Conservation Consortium for Oak 
2019 – present  Board of Directors, Polly Hill Arboretum (Martha’s Vineyard, USA) 
2019 – present  Member, Oak Conservation and Research Committee, International Oak Society 
2017 – 2019 Chair, Plant Conservation Professional Section of the American Public Garden Association (USA) 
2016 – present Co-founder and member, Oaks of the Americas Conservation Network 
2015 – 2017 Vice Chair, Plant Conservation Professional Section of the American Public Garden Association (USA) 
2014 – present  Global Tree Conservation Officer, Botanic Gardens Conservation International (London, UK) 
2014 – present  Global IUCN Red List Assessor 
2014 – present  Member, IUCN Global Tree Specialist Group 
2011 – 2012  Adjunct Lecturer of the City Colleges of Chicago (Chicago, IL) 
2009 – 2011  Leverhulme Trust Research Fellow (UK) 
2009 – 2011  Bye Fellow of Murray Edwards College, University of Cambridge (Cambridge, UK) 
2005 –2009  British Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council Doctoral Training Studentship (UK) 
2002 James B. Angell Scholar, University of Michigan (Ann Arbor, MI) 
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TEACHING/SUPERVISING 

City Colleges of Chicago (USA): Environmental Studies 101. 

University of Cambridge (UK): Part 1A Biology of Cells, Part 1A Evolution and Behaviour, Part 1A Physiology of Organisms, 
Part 1B Cell and Developmental Biology, Part 1B Plant and Microbial Sciences, Part 2 Plant Sciences Undergraduate 
Independent Research Project. 

CONFERENCE AND WORKSHOP ORGANIZATION 

2019: 7th Southeast Asian Botanic Garden Network biennial meeting (Chiang Mai, Thailand) 
2018: Workshop on Conservation of Fagaceae in Indochina (Luang Prabang, Lao PDR)* 
2017: Tree Tuesday at the 6th Global Botanic Gardens Congress (Geneva, Switzerland) 
2017: Workshop on Mexican oak taxonomy and conservation (Puebla, Mexico)* 
2017: American Public Gardens Association symposium: Partnerships for Protecting Plants and Habitats 

(Framingham, MA)* 
2016: International Workshop on Oak Conservation and founding meeting of the Oaks of the Americas Conservation 

Network (Morelia, Mexico) 
2016: Gene Conservation of Tree Species: Banking on the Future (Chicago, IL) 
2016: IUCN Red List workshop at IUCN World Conservation Congress (Honolulu, HI)* 
2015: 3rd meeting of the IUCN/SSC Global Tree Specialist Group (Lisle, IL) 
2015: 7th International Oak Society Triennial Conference (Lisle, IL)* 
 
  *includes an IUCN Red List threat assessment training workshop 


